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Friends of Wake County Guardian ad Litem
Grant Guidelines

Friends Special Grants provide enrichment opportunity funds for children and unmet basic needs of identified families. The targeted population includes: children in foster care, out of home kinship placements and families working hard to break the poverty cycle.   Financial needs and emotional benefits’ to children will be most important factors considered when making grant decisions.

All requests must be submitted electronically by involved social workers, Guardians ad Litem, or school personnel. The referring individual must have exhausted all other resource possibilities (such as WCHS, faith based community, schools, scholarships or LINK money for adolescents in foster care) before submitting application for the Friends Grant. These involved professionals will also be responsible for providing receipts to our bookkeeper for dispersed funds. 

Enrichment and basic needs awards are typically between $50.00 and $300.00. Larger grants require special consideration by the Friends Board and Special Grant Request Committee. In some cases, partial funds provided will be considered a repayable loan. 

Requests that will be Considered 

· School Activities-class trips, special supplies, sports equipment, musical instrument rentals, senior year fees etc.

· Enrichment Opportunities- gymnastics, arts, music and drama classes, team registrations, equipment and uniforms, summer camps etc.

· Miscellaneous Support-Birthday or graduation gift, travel money for special event, supplies for special programs like camps and wilderness programs.

· Unmet basic needs for children- clothing and shoes, bedding, medical needs etc

· Unmet basic emergency for families-one time assistance with utilities, rent, transportation, food, furniture etc.

Requests that will not be Considered

· Ongoing utilities or rent bills 

· Cell phone, cable or internet bills. 

· Fees for down payments for purchases or services that may not be realistically sustainable.  (Such as large purchases to be paid on credit).

Please note that all requests will be considered on an individual basis and decision will be made in as timely a manner as possible. Please feel free to contact info@friendsofwakegal.org with questions regarding the Friends of the Guardian ad Litem Special Grant Request program.
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